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K A C R A O ' S  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

He l lo  KACRAO!
 
We  a re  l e ss  than  2  months  away  f rom the  2025  KACRAO Annua l  Con fe rence ,  hosted  i n
Lawrence ,  Ks !  Th i s  i s  a  g rea t  oppor tun i ty  to  engage  i n  p ro fess iona l  deve lopment ,  l ea rn
and  sha re  “Best  P rac t i ces ,”  and  ne twork  w i th  o the r  p ro fess iona l s .
Du r i ng  Thur sday ’s  bus iness  meet ing  we  w i l l  rev i ew  and  vo te  on  the  p roposed  2026
membersh ip  dues ,  budget  and  amendments  to  the  KACRAO Const i tu t ion  (see  Ar t i c l e
IV,  Sec t ion  5 ) .
 
P l ease  v i s i t  t he  KACRAO s i te  to  p rev iew  the  2025-2026  S l a te  o f  O f f i ce r s  and  log  i n  to
the  Member  Cente r  to  rev i ew  the  fo l l ow ing  i n fo rmat ion  be fo re  con fe rence :

2026  KACRAO Ins t i t u t iona l  Membersh ip  Dues
2026  P roposed  Amended  Const i tu t ion
2026  P roposed  Budget

Reminders :
Reg i s te r  fo r  the  Annua l  Con fe rence  be fo re  September  8 th  fo r  ea r l y  b i rd  p r i c i ng .
Lodg ing  and  sess ion  i n fo rmat ion  can  be  found  on  the  KACRAO Con fe rence  page .
Down load  the  KACRAO Events  app .  Ava i l ab le  i n  the  App le  S to re  o r  Goog le  P l ay

I  l ook  fo rward  to  see ing  you  i n  Lawrence !

 
B rand i  B renne r
2025  KACRAO Pres iden t

http://kacrao.memberclicks.net/message2/link/c3b64d64-45bb-4237-bd7e-2a94e7386ada/1
http://kacrao.memberclicks.net/message2/link/c3b64d64-45bb-4237-bd7e-2a94e7386ada/2
http://kacrao.memberclicks.net/message2/link/c3b64d64-45bb-4237-bd7e-2a94e7386ada/2
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September 24-26th, 2025
Double Tree By Hilton, 

Lawrence KS

 Schedu le  At -a -G lance
We d n esday,  S e p tem ber  24 ,  2 02 5

8 : 3 0  a .m .  -  4 : 30  p .m .  Reg i s t ra t ion  &  I n fo  Bo o t h  O p e n
9 : 0 0  a .m .  -  1 1 : 3 0  a .m .  P re -Con fe ren ce  S e ss ion :  " En du r in g :  Th e  Power  a nd
P ra c t i ce  o f  P u rp ose fu l  Lea de rs h i p "  w i t h  Za ch  M e rcu r io .  
1 : 0 0  p .m .  -  1 : 1 5  p .m .  Op en i ng  S e ss ion  -  We lco m e  &  B us in e ss  M e et i ng
1 : 1 5  p .m .  -  2 : 1 5  p .m .  Key note  Ad dre ss  -  Za c h  Me rcu r i o
2 : 1 5  p .m .  -  4 : 30  p .m .  I n te re s t  S ess io n s ,  Co r p o ra te  Pa r t ne r  Fa i r  a nd  B re a ks
6 : 0 0  p .m .  -  10 :0 0  p .m .  D inn e r  a nd  E n te r t a i nm e nt  h oste d  a t  Ve nue  1 235  -
s h u t t l e s  p rov id ed
 

Th u r s d ay,  Septem ber  25 ,  2 02 5

8 : 3 0  a .m .  -  4 : 30  p .m .  Reg i s t ra t ion  &  I n fo  Bo o t h  O p e n
8 : 3 0  a .m .  -  1 1 : 30  a .m .  I n te re s t  S e ss i o ns ,  Co rp o ra te  Pa r t ne r  Fa i r,  Tow n  Ha l l s ,
B re a ks
1 1 : 3 0  a .m .  -  1 : 1 5  p .m .  L un ch  /  B u s in e ss  M e e t i ng
1 : 1 5  p .m .  -  4 : 30  p .m .  I n te re s t  S e ss i o ns ,  Co rp o ra te  Pa r tne r  Fa i r,  B reaks
4 : 3 0  p .m .  -  5 : 3 0  p .m .  Pa s t  P re s id e n t  Re ce p t i o n
6 : 0 0  p .m . -  10 :00  p .m .  D in n e r  &  E n te r ta i nm e nt  Ou t  i n  D own tow n  Law rence
o n  M a ss ach us e t t s  S t .  -  sh u t t l e s  p rov id ed .  * Note  -  m ea l  no t  p rov ided  by  th e
co n fe re nce .  Gu id e s  w i l l  l ea d  g ro up s  to  va r i ou s  re s t a u ra n t s .
 

F r i d ay,  Septem ber  26 ,  2 02 5

8 : 3 0  a .m .  -  1 2 :00  p .m .  Reg i s t ra t io n  &  I n fo  B oot h
8 : 3 0  a .m .  -  10 :30  a .m .  Ro u n d  Ta b l es ,  I n te re s t  S ess i o ns  a nd  B re a ks
1 0 : 3 0  a .m .  -  1 1 : 30  a .m .  C los in g  S p ea ke r  -  D r.  Cam ero n  P i e rcy
1 1 : 3 0  a .m .  -  1 2 :00  p .m .  C los in g  B u s in ess  M e et i n g
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Guest  Speakers

C h r i s  H u a n g  -  A AC R AO  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  I n f o r m a t i o n  Te c h n o l o g y
C h r i s  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  A c a d e m i c  S y s t e m s  a n d  C o m p l e t i o n
S t r a t e g y  a t  I v y  Te c h  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  –  S y s t e m s  O f f i c e .  C h r i s ’
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  b e g a n  a s  a n  a d m i s s i o n s  c o u n s e l o r  a t  h i s
a l m a  m a t e r ,  C a l v i n  U n i v e r s i t y  ( n e e  C o l l e g e ) .  M o s t  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  h a s  b e e n
a s  a  r e g i s t r a r  a t  s m a l l  a n d  m i d - s i z e ,  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  c o l l e g e s  a n d
u n i v e r s i t i e s .  P r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  I v y  Te c h ,  C h r i s  w a s  t h e  A s s o c i a t e  C h a n c e l l o r
a n d  R e g i s t r a r  a t  P u r d u e  U n i v e r s i t y  F o r t  W a y n e .

C h r i s ’  A AC R AO  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n c l u d e s  b e i n g  a  p a s t  c h a i r  o f  t h e  A s i a n
A m e r i c a n  a n d  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d e r  ( A A P I )  C a u c u s ,  p a s t  c h a i r  o f  t h e  S t a t e
a n d  R e g i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  a s  p a s t  v i c e - c h a i r  o f  t h e
N o m i n a t i o n s  a n d  E l e c t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e .  C h r i s  l i v e s  i n  N o r t h w e s t  I n d i a n a
( c o n s i d e r e d  p a r t  o f  C h i c a g o l a n d )  w i t h  h i s  w i f e ,  C a r l a ,  a n d  h a s  t w o
c h i l d r e n ,  A l e x  w h o  i s  s t u d y i n g  a c c o u n t i n g  a t  P u r d u e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d
M o r g a n ,  w h o  i s  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  

AACRAO Rep: Chris Huang

C a m e r o n  W .  P i e r c y  ( P h D ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O k l a h o m a )  i s  a n  A s s o c i a t e
P r o f e s s o r  o f  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  D i g i t a l  M e d i a .  H e  i s  t h e  f o u n d i n g  d i r e c t o r

o f  t h e  H u m a n - M a c h i n e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  L a b .  H e  r e s e a r c h e s  d y n a m i c
s o c i o - t e c h n i c a l  n e t w o r k s  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  n e w  m e d i a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o n t e x t s .  H i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  “ S t r e n g t h  o f  w e a k  t i e s  a n d  t h e
m o d e r n  j o b  s e a r c h , ”  w o n  t h e  N CA  H u m a n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  Te c h n o l o g y
D i v i s i o n  o u t s t a n d i n g  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a w a r d .  H i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  p u b l i s h e d  i n

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  p s y c h o l o g y
j o u r n a l s  i n c l u d i n g :  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  R e s e a r c h ,  N e w  M e d i a  &  S o c i e t y ,

C o m p u t e r s  i n  H u m a n  B e h a v i o r ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  o f  B u s i n e s s
C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  a n d  M o b i l e  M e d i a  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n .

D r .  P i e r c y  t e a c h e s  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d  g r a d u a t e  c l a s s e s  f o c u s e d  o n
t e a m s  a n d  g r o u p s ,  h u m a n - m a c h i n e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  c o m p u t e r - m e d i a t e d

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  a n d  s o c i a l  n e t w o r k
a n a l y s i s .

Closing Speaker: Cameron W. Piercy

Z a c h  M e r c u r i o  i s  a n  a u t h o r ,  r e s e a r c h e r ,  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  d e v e l o p m e n t
f a c i l i t a t o r  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  p u r p o s e f u l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  m a t t e r i n g ,  a n d
m e a n i n g f u l  w o r k .  H e  a d v i s e s  l e a d e r s  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w o r l d w i d e  o n
p r a c t i c e s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  c u l t u r e s  t h a t  p r o m o t e  w e l l - b e i n g ,  m o t i v a t i o n ,  a n d
p e r f o r m a n c e .

Z a c h  h o l d s  a  P h . D .  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l e a r n i n g ,  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  a n d  c h a n g e
a n d  s e r v e s  a s  o n e  o f  S i m o n  S i n e k ’ s  O p t i m i s t  I n s t r u c t o r s ,  t e a c h i n g  a  t o p -
r a t e d  c o u r s e  o n  c r e a t i n g  m a t t e r i n g  a t  w o r k .  H i s  n e w  b o o k  i s  T h e  P o w e r
o f  M a t t e r i n g :  H o w  L e a d e r s  C a n  C r e a t e  a  C u l t u r e  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e .  H i s
p r e v i o u s  b o o k  i s  T h e  I n v i s i b l e  L e a d e r :  Tr a n s f o r m  Yo u r  L i f e ,  W o r k ,  a n d
O r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  T h e  P o w e r  o f  A u t h e n t i c  P u r p o s e .

H e ’ s  b e e n  f e a t u r e d  i n  T h e  H a r v a r d  B u s i n e s s  R e v i e w ,  F o r b e s ,  P s y c h o l o g y
To d a y ,  T h e  D e n v e r  P o s t ,  a n d  o n  A B C N e w s .

Keynote: Zach Mercurio

https://hmc.ku.edu/
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K AC R AO ' s  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e  p r o j e c t  f o r  2 0 2 5  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  B a l l a r d
C e n t e r ,  a  5 0 1 ( c )  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  p a r t n e r s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d
f a m i l i e s  t o  a c h i e v e  s t a b i l i t y  t h r o u g h  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  n e e d s - b a s e d
s e r v i c e s  i n  L a w r e n c e  a n d  D o u g l a s  C o u n t y .

A l l  c o n f e r e n c e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  b r i n g  d o n a t i o n  i t e m s ,  w h i c h  w i l l
b e  c o l l e c t e d  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a r e a  a n d  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  B a l l a r d
C e n t e r  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  F r i d a y .  

N o n p e r i s h a b l e s ,  d i a p e r s ,  a n d  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  h y g i e n e  p r o d u c t s  a r e  i n  h i g h
d e m a n d .  

A l l  c o n f e r e n c e  a t t e n d e e s  w h o  c o n t r i b u t e  a  d o n a t i o n  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  r a f f l e  t i c k e t
f o r  a  p r i z e  t o  b e  r a f f l e d  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  c l o s i n g  s e s s i o n  o n  F r i d a y .  
 

B a b y  N e e d s
F o r m u l a
B a b y  f o o d ,  j a r s  o r  t u b s
B a b y  c e r e a l
G o - G o  S q u e e z e  p o u c h e s

H y g i e n e  P r o d u c t s
S h a m p o o
C o n d i t i o n e r
B o d y  W a s h
Tr i p l e - b l a d e  r a z o r s
S h a v i n g  c r e a m
To o t h p a s t e

S n a c k s
G r a n o l a  b a r s
S a l s a
C o r n  c h i p s
P e a n u t  b u t t e r  c r a c k e r s
C h e e s e  c r a c k e r s
N u t  m i x e s
Tr a i l  m i x e s
C r a c k e r s ,  a l l  v a r i e t i e s

P r o t e i n s
C a n n e d  c h i c k e n
C a n n e d  b e e f
C a n n e d  t u n a ,  s a l m o n
B e e f  s t e w
C h i c k e n  a n d  d u m p l i n g s
C h i l i  b e a n s  w i t h  m e a t
C h i l i  b e a n s ,  v e g e t a r i a n
P e a n u t  b u t t e r ,  s m o o t h
P e a n u t  b u t t e r ,  c h u n k y
S h e l f - s t a b l e  m i l k ,  q t s .
S h e l f - s t a b l e  m i l k ,  p t s .

F r u i t s  a n d  Ve g e t a b l e s
A p p l e s a u c e
C a n n e d  p e a c h e s ,  p e a r s
P i n e a p p l e ,  c h u n k s  a n d
s l i c e s
M a n d a r i n  o r a n g e  s e c t i o n s
F r u i t  c o c k t a i l
R a i s i n s ,  d r i e d  a p r i c o t s
P u m p k i n
Ve g e t a b l e  c o m b o s
C a n n e d  p o t a t o e s
C a n n e d  t o m a t o e s
To m a t o  s a u c e ,  p a s t e

G r a i n s
S p a g h e t t i ,  w h o l e  g r a i n
s p a g h e t t i
B o x e d  p a s t a ,  a l l  t y p e s
P a c k a g e d  n o o d l e s
P o t a t o  f l a k e s
B r o w n  a n d  w h i t e  r i c e
R i c e  &  n o o d l e  s e a s o n e d
D i n n e r  m i x e s  ( R i c e - a - R o n i ,
H a m b u r g e r  H e l p e r ,  e . g . )
C a n n e d  r a v i o l i ,  S p a g h e t t i o s

C o n d i m e n t s
K e t c h u p ,  r e l i s h
M u s t a r d ,  m a y o
S a l t  a n d  p e p p e r
S a l a d  d r e s s i n g s
G r a v y ,  g r a v y  m i x
J e l l y  a n d  j a m
S e a s o n i n g  m i x e s  ( c h i l i ,
s l o p p y  j o e  m i x ,  e . g . )

D O N AT I O N  W I S H  L I S T

https://ballardcenter.org/about/
https://ballardcenter.org/about/


    What can                  
do to support

 
 better?

WEW EW E

Y O UY O U

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  h e l p i n g  n e w  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  f e e l
w e l c o m e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  a s  t h e y  b e g i n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  i n  c o l l e g e  a d m i s s i o n s
a n d  r e g i s t r a r  o f f i c e s .  

W h i l e  w e  c u r r e n t l y  h o s t  a  F i r s t - T i m e  A t t e n d e e  s e s s i o n  a t  o u r  a n n u a l
c o n f e r e n c e ,  w e ’ r e  e x p l o r i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  w a y s  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r
n e w c o m e r s .  
I d e a s  i n  t h e  w o r k s  i n c l u d e  r e i n t r o d u c i n g  a  m e n t o r / m e n t e e  p r o g r a m  a n d
u s i n g  c o l o r e d  t a g s  o n  n a m e t a g s  a t  c o n f e r e n c e  f o r  e a s y  r e c o g n i t i o n .

T h e  L o c a l  A r r a n g e m e n t s  C o m m i t t e e  ( L AC )  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  f u n
a n d  e n g a g i n g  w a y s  t o  c o n n e c t  f i r s t - t i m e  a t t e n d e e s  w i t h  s e a s o n e d  m e m b e r s
a t  c o n f e r e n c e  t h i s  y e a r .  

H o w e v e r ,  w e  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  s u p p o r t  f o r  n e w  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  s h o u l d n ’ t  e n d
w h e n  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  d o e s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e r e ’ s  a  n o t i c e a b l e  g a p  i n  h o w  w e
e n g a g e  a n d  s u p p o r t  n e w  m e m b e r s  p o s t - c o n f e r e n c e — a n d  w e  w a n t  t o  c h a n g e
t h a t .  

W h a t  o n g o i n g  r e s o u r c e s ,  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  o r  p r o g r a m s  w o u l d  b e  m o s t  h e l p f u l  t o
y o u  o r  y o u r  o f f i c e ?  W e ' d  l o v e  t o  h e a r  y o u r  i d e a s .  W h a t  k i n d  o f  s u p p o r t  w o u l d
y o u  p r e f e r  f r o m  K A C R A O  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ?

N e w  t o  K AC R AO  o r  t h e
A d m i s s i o n s / R e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e ?  



Executive Council
September  23 rd  

THE CURRENT
K A C R A O ' S  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

Sept  1 2 th

2025-2026 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Upcoming in 2025

2025 CPC2025 CPC
REGISTRATIONREGISTRATION
IS NOW OPENIS NOW OPEN

Log in to www.KACRAO.org to
access the CPC Members Only

section and click the 2025
Registration link. 

Deadline to register isDeadline to register is
Friday, August 29th!Friday, August 29th!

For questions, contact
Amy Morris

collegeplanningconference@kacrao.org 

P r e s i d e n t  E l e c t
K y l e  S t a c k e n

F o r t  H a y s  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

V P  f o r  A s s o c i a t i o n  S e r v i c e s
M e l i s s a  C o n l e y

W i c h i t a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

S e c r e t a r y
K e n d r a  G r i z z l e

S t e r l i n g  C o l l e g e

A d m i s s i o n s  A d v o c a t e - a t - L a r g e
D e v a n  F l e g l e r

E m p o r i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

R e g i s t r a r  A d v o c a t e - a t - L a r g e
B r e t t e  H a n k i n

C o l b y  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e

Slate of Officers



F o l l o w  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k
@ K A C R A O . K S

S u b s c r i b e  t o  o u r  Y o u T u b e  P a g e
@ K A C R A O

C h e c k  o u t  o u r  w e b s i t e
w w w . K A C R A O . o r g

F o l l o w  u s  o n  L i n k e d I n
w w w . l i n k e d i n . c o m / c o m p a n y / K A C R A O

H a v e  s o m e t h i n g  g o i n g  o n  a t  y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  y o u  w o u l d
l i k e  t o  s h a r e ?  M a y b e  a  w e l l n e s s  t i p  o r  a d v i c e  y o u  t h i n k

y o u r  f e l l o w  K A C R A O  m e m b e r s  m i g h t  b e n e f i t  f r o m ?  P l e a s e
s h a r e  i t  w i t h  u s  b y  e m a i l i n g  K A C R A O @ k a c r a o . o r g  a n d  w e

w i l l  s h a r e  i t  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e !


